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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE LAUNCH PAD TO SOFT OPEN DECEMBER 1
St. Joseph’s new coworking and entrepreneurship center prepares to open its doors

(St. Joseph, MO) -- The St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce the soft opening of The Launch Pad on
December 1, a new coworking and office space designed to support innovators, entrepreneurs, remote professionals, and small
business owners across Northwest Missouri.

The Launch Pad, at 801 Felix St., is a tech-powered coworking and startup community built to remove barriers for rural and
under-resourced entrepreneurs.

The facility will offer a flexible range of workspaces — including open coworking areas, dedicated desks, and private office
rentals — along with shared-use technology, conference rooms, business-grade amenities, and professional development support.

“Our region is full of builders, dreamers, and creators who simply need access to the right resources,” said Natalie Hawn,
President and CEO of the St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce. “The Launch Pad exists to provide an affordable, collaborative environment
where ideas can take off and businesses can thrive.”

The space will feature:
- Flexible coworking and private office rentals
- High-speed internet and professional meeting rooms
- Shared-use equipment for AV, prototyping, and technology development
- Training and professional services, including legal, accounting, and business development support
- Networking events, pitch nights, and mentorship opportunities designed to strengthen the regional startup ecosystem

The Launch Pad’s mission is to fuel innovation and support first-time founders, freelancers, and small business owners
across a 35-mile service area surrounding St. Joseph. Its impact goals include hosting 20+ community and business events annually,
delivering more than 100 mentorship hours, and supporting the creation or retention of at least 10 local jobs each year.

The Launch Pad would not be possible without the support of the Missouri Technology Corporation (MTC)'s Physical
Infrastructure Grant Program.

"MTC is excited to have awarded a competitive-based grant to the St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce to catalyze innovation
and entrepreneurship in the region," said Jack Scatizzi, Executive Director of MTC. "Our Physical Infrastructure grant program was
developed to ensure entrepreneurs have access to the physical infrastructure and resources required to launch and grow their
businesses in Missouri. The Launch Pad’s coworking and flexible office space options address a gap in the region's entrepreneurial
ecosystem, and MTC is proud to be a partner in the project."

“We are incredibly grateful for MTC's commitment to Northwest Missouri,” said Hawn. “This investment in Northwest Missouri
gives local entrepreneurs the tools, space, and community they need to build sustainable businesses right here at home.”



The Show-Me Network also is helping support The Launch Pad. Rachel Munday, Executive Director of efactory at Missouri State
University, is a part of the Show-Me Network.

“We’re thrilled to partner with the St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce as a Regional Connector for the Show-Me Network,”
Munday said. “Their leadership, energy, and commitment to entrepreneurs make them an incredible partner in expanding opportunity
across Northwest Missouri and the state. The opening of the Launch Pad in downtown St. Joseph is a milestone moment — a vibrant
hub where ideas can take shape, founders can find support, and communities can grow stronger. We couldn’t be more excited to
collaborate and help fuel even more innovation across the region.”

The space for The Launch Pad is being leased from Mosaic Life Care and was formerly occupied by CLA.

"We're thankful to Mosaic for working with us to help this project come to fruition," Hawn said. "Community partners like
Mosaic help make St. Joseph a great place for small businesses."

Beginning December 1, early users will be able to tour the space, explore workspace options, and connect with staff about
membership packages and office availability. Entrepreneurs, innovators, and community members interested in learning more can
contact Kristie Arthur, arthur@saintjoseph.com or (816) 364-4113 or submit an interest form at stjlaunchpad.com. A grand opening
ceremony will occur in January.

About the Chamber: Since its inception in 1862 as the Board of Trade of St. Joseph, the St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce has been
the catalyst for economic growth and development in Northwest Missouri. The Chamber strives to be the unified voice of business that
advocates, promotes and inspires the St. Joseph area. The Chamber’s mission, supported by more than 1,200 members, is to create an
environment that allows business to thrive and the community to prosper.

About Missouri Technology Corporation: The Missouri Technology Corporation (MTC) is a public-private partnership created by the
Missouri General Assembly to promote entrepreneurship and foster the growth of new and emerging high-tech companies. MTC focuses
on the life sciences and technology industries, which build on Missouri’s rich history in agriculture.

About the Show-Me Network: The Show-Me Network, powered by Missouri State University’s efactory and codefi, connects
entrepreneurs, innovators, and small businesses with the resources, training, and funding they need — right in their own communities.
Through its statewide network of Regional and Community Connectors and Training Partners, it is breaking down barriers, building
stronger local economies, and creating opportunities that last.
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